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1) My kingdom for a horse

Q1
What was the name of the favourite horse of Roman emperor Caligula, which according 
to legend, he planned to make a consul? Its name means "swift" or "at full gallop" in 
Latin.

Incitatus

Q2
A grey American Saddlebred, notable for speed, strength and courage in combat, what 
was the name of Confederate General Robert E. Lee's most famous horse during the 
American Civil War?

Traveller

Q3
"Old Whitey" was the favoured horse of what US President? Nicknamed "Old Rough 
and Ready", this man had a reputation as a war hero before entering the White House, 
though he died after only 16 months in office.

Zachary Taylor

2) Most Populous States

Q1
With roughly 50,000 residents, Chuuk [pronounced Choo-k] is the most populous of the 
four states that comprise what country, which declared independence from the United 
States in 1979?

Federated States of Micronesia 
(FSM)

Q2
With a population of over 125 million people, what is the most populous province of 
China?

Guangdong (accept Canton 
Province or Kwangtung)

Q3
With a population of 6.5 million people, Selangor, also known as Darul Ehsan (meaning 
"Abode of Sincerity") is the most populous of the 13 states in which country?

Malaysia

3) Hic jacet

Hic jacet is Latin for "Here Lies" - so here are three questions about epitaphs

Q1
Whose grave in the Protestant Cemetery, Rome, bears the inscription "Here lies One / 
Whose Name was writ in Water. 24 February 1821"?

John Keats

Q2
The entropy formula S = k. log W is inscribed on the gravestone of which Austrian 
physicist, who died in 1906?

Ludwig Boltzmann

Q3
"I'm a writer, but then, nobody's perfect" is the inscription on the Los Angeles 
gravestone of what man, who died in 2002?

Billy Wilder

4) Mononyms

Q1

The American stand-up comedian and actor born David Adkins in 1956 is better known 
by what single-word stage name? A popularly-cited example of the so-called Mandela 
Effect -- where large numbers of people claim to remember an event that never actually 
happened -- relates to this actor starring as a genie in a non-existent 1990s movie called 
Shazaam.

Sinbad

Q2

From the French for "nasturtium", what was the one-word stage name of the French 
fashion model and actress born Germaine Lefebvre in 1928? Most notable for her 
comedic roles in The Pink Panther (1963) and What's New Pussycat?, she made over 50 
film and TV appearances before her death in 1990.

Capucine

Q3
The American rapper, actor and philanthropist born Lonnie Rashid Lynn in 1972 is better 
known by what mononymous stage name? Along with John Legend, he won a Best 
Original Song Oscar in 2015 for the song Glory, taken from the movie Selma.

Common
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5) Nora

Q1

Dubbed "America's favourite novelist" by the New Yorker, what highly prolific American 
writer was the first author to be inducted into the Romance Writers of America Hall of 
Fame? Born in Maryland in 1950, she has written more than 220 romance novels, which 
collectively have spent over 850 weeks on The New York Times Best Seller list, including 
176 weeks in the number-one spot. 

Nora Roberts 
(accept birth name Eleanora 
Robertson or any of her other pen 
names: J.D. Robb, Jill March or 
Sarah Hardesty)

Q2
Which Hong Kong actress appeared in all three of Bruce Lee's Hong Kong films, and in 
Fist of Fury became the only actress to share an on-screen kiss with the legendary Lee? 
She also starred opposite Jackie Chan in his first major film, New Fist of Fury.

Nora Miao (accept Chan Wing-
man)

Q3
Which notable Irishwoman was the subject of the 2000 film Nora, directed by Pat 
Murphy and starring Susan Lynch in the title role?

Nora Barnacle (prompt on "Joyce")

6) Sounds fishy to me

Q1
In Japanese cuisine, unakyu is the name for sushi containing cucumber and the 
freshwater variety of which fish? When eaten raw, their blood contains a protein which 
is toxic to humans, so this type of sushi is always served cooked.

Eel

Q2
What family of eel-shaped, slime-producing fish are the only known living animals that 
have a skull but no vertebral column? (Although they do possess rudimentary 
vertebrae)

Hagfish (accept Myxini / Myxinidae 
- prompt on "slime eels")

Q3
We all know Bombay Duck is really a fish, but what species of fish is it? This species is a 
member of the lizardfish family.

Bummalo (accept bombil / boomla 
/ Harpadon nehereus)

7) A Night at the Opera

Q1
In the classic 1935 film A Night at the Opera, the Marx Brothers caused havoc by 
sabotaging the New York opening night performance of which Verdi opera?

Il Trovatore / The Troubadour

Q2
Don Sanche, or The Castle of Love, was the only completed opera by what notable 
composer? It premiered in Paris in 1825 when the composer was only 13.

Franz Liszt

Q3

In a memorable scene from the 1994 movie The Shawshank Redemption, Tim Robbins' 
character Andy Dufresne locks himself in the warden's office and plays a piece from 
which 18th century opera over the prison public address system? Commonly called 
Canzonetta sull'aria (meaning "A little song on the breeze") the piece is a duet between 
the characters Countess Almaviva and Susanna.

The Marriage of Figaro / Le Nozze 
di Figaro

8) White Elephants

Q1

By far the tallest structure in North Korea is which 330-metre tall pyramid-shaped 
hotel, famous as a white elephant project as it began construction in 1987 but is still 
currently unfinished and unoccupied? Its name translates as "capital of willows" and is 
also one of the historical names for Pyongyang itself.

Ryugyong Hotel (accept Yu-Kyung 
Hotel or 105 Building)

Q2

One of the centrepieces of London's ill-fated and hugely expensive Millennium Dome 
Experience was a Cirque Du Soleil-style acrobatic performance imaginatively titled 
"Millennium Dome Show". The music for this show was composed and performed by 
which chart-topping English singer and musician, born in 1950? He released the 
"soundtrack" to the show as the album OVO in June 2000.

Peter Gabriel

Q3

With a central span of 1,104 metres, what is the name of the world's longest cable-
stayed bridge, located in Vladivostok, that connects its namesake island to the 
Muravyov-Amursky Peninsula? It is commonly cited as a prime example of a "bridge to 
nowhere" since the bridge cost an estimated $1.1 billion and is designed to carry 50,000 
cars a day, when the island in question only has a population of 5,000.

Russky Bridge (accept Russian 
Bridge)
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9) State hits

Q1

Only one UK charting single by Elvis Presley mentions a US state in its title - which 1970 
single is this, whose two-word title also mentions a meteorological phenomenon? Just 
to avoid leading you astray, this song has nothing to do with either of the Elvis movies 
Blue Hawaii or Viva Las Vegas.

Kentucky Rain

Q2 Name the Dutch country/pop band who had a UK No. 1 hit in 1976 with Mississippi? Pussycat

Q3
Although not a hit itself, the 1970 album track Southern Man by Neil Young and Crazy 
Horse is notable for inspiring which worldwide hit five years later, which mentions a US 
state in its title? Song and artist name required.

Sweet Home Alabama by Lynyrd 
Skynyrd (need both)

10) It's not Astrology
It's not an astrology round, but knowing the signs of the zodiac might help you answer these questions

Q1
Among the first objects that Galileo studied with his telescope, and one of the closest 
open star clusters to Earth, the Beehive Cluster can be found in which constellation?

Cancer

Q2
One of the nearest stars to Earth (approximately 7.9 light years away), the red dwarf 
star Wolf 359 is part of which constellation?

Leo

Q3 In which constellation would you find both the Pleiades and Hyades star clusters? Taurus

11) A Day at the Races

Q1

Which Irish thoroughbred racehorse is notable for winning three consecutive 
Cheltenham Gold Cups between 1964 and 1966, as well as possessing the highest 
Timeform rating ever awarded to a steeplechaser? Statues of this racing legend stand in 
both Cheltenham Racecourse and in the County Meath town of Ashbourne.

Arkle

Q2
Which Irish thoroughbred racehorse, co-owned by Alex Ferguson and named after a 
European geographical feature, won both the English and Irish 2000 Guineas in 2002?

Rock of Gibraltar

Q3
In 2021, which Irish thoroughbred racehorse won the Grand National under Rachael 
Blackmore, becoming the first horse ridden by a female jockey to win the race?

Minella Times

12) Dire Straits

Q1
Which straits form the narrow sea passages between the Sinai and Arabian peninsulas 
which separate the Gulf of Aqaba from the Red Sea proper?

Straits of Tiran

Q2 The Tsugaru Strait separates which two Japanese islands? Honshu / Hokkaido (need both)

Q3
Lake Maracaibo is connected to the Gulf of Venezuela by what 5.5 kilometre wide 
strait?

Tablazo Strait

13) Chairmen of the Boards

Q1

Which Irish middle distance runner was nicknamed "The Chairman of the Boards" for 
his success on indoor tracks?  Between 1974 and 1987, he won 52 out of 70 indoor 
races he competed in at 1500m and mile distance, while in 1994 he became the first 
man over 40 years old to ever run a sub-four-minute mile.

Eamonn Coghlan

Q2
Nicknamed the "The Chairman of the Board" for his ability to remain calm and in 
command during high pressure situations, "Whitey" Ford was a 6-time World Series 
champion pitcher for which Major League Baseball franchise between 1950 and 1967?

New York Yankees (prompt on 
"New York")

Q3
Known as the "Chairman of the Boards" due to his prodigious rebounding and scoring 
ability, which 12-time NBA All-Star center won his only NBA title and MVP award with 
the Philadelphia 76ers in 1983?

Moses Malone
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14) I'll give you a clue: you live there (Wales edition)

Q1 What suburb of Cardiff gives its name to a diocese of the Church in Wales? Llandaff

Q2
Of what Welsh structure, completed in 1850, did Brunel say to its builder Robert 
Stephenson, "If it succeeds, then mine have all been magnificent failures"?

Britannia Bridge

Q3
The town of Chepstow,  the easternmost settlement in Wales, is situated approximately 
three kilometres from the confluence of which two rivers?

Wye / Severn (need both)

15) I'll give you a clue: you live there (Scotland edition)

Q1 The town of Ullapool is situated on the eastern shore of which Scottish loch? Loch Broom

Q2
Built for the Cistercians in the 12th century and described as "a magnificent ruin on a 
grand scale with lavishly decorated masonry", what Scottish monastery is said to be the 
burial place of Robert The Bruce's heart?

Melrose Abbey (accept St Mary's 
Abbey)

Q3
What Scottish town was home to a notorious prison built in the late 1880s known as 
"The Hate Factory"? The original prison closed in 2013, replaced by HMP Grampian.

Peterhead

16) Chip off the Old Rock

Bad luck if you were expecting a geology set - here are 3 questions about pop and rock musicians who have 
followed in their parents’ footsteps.

Q1
The daughter of Swedish singer Neneh Cherry, what English pop/R&B artist has had 
chart success in recent years with singles such as Finders Keepers and Don't Call Me Up? 
She also won the BRIT Award for British Female Solo Artist in 2020.

Mabel (McVey)

Q2

Father and son drummers Max and Jay have both played with Bruce Springsteen as part 
of the E Street Band and have, respectively, also found fame as the bandleader on chat 
show Late Night with Conan O'Brien and as a member of metal band Slipknot. What is 
their shared surname?

Weinberg

Q3

Rock singer Lauren Harris and her brother George, who plays lead guitar for metal band 
The Raven Age, have both supported which hugely influential British band on recent 
concert tours? Their father Steve has been this band’s bass guitarist and sole constant 
member since its formation in 1975. 

Iron Maiden


